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how intensely scientific and speculative these works are, and how 
apparently remote from the practical tendency which we are accus- 
tomed to observe in English and American theological writings. 
Hence, to have put into one's hand a work treating of Rothe as a prac- 
tical theologian excites at first something like a feeling of surprise. But 
one need not read very far into the pages of Dr. Bassermann's 
pamphlet to be convinced that to regard Rothe merely as a specula- 
tive thinker, without practical adaptation and value, would imply a very 
one-sided conception of him. That speculative genius has, in fact, 
given birth to quite a number of most practical ideas which cannot but 
bear fruit in the actual life and work of the church. 

The author of the pamphlet before us has confined himself entirely 
to the work of setting forth the ideas and views of the man about whom 
he is writing. He claims no originality for himself, but in language 
clear and concise, and generally with a warmth of feeling that implies 
approbation, he presents those of his subject. He first reviews Rothe's 
theory of the church, which, as is well known, makes not the church 
but the state to be the most adequate form of Christianity, and supposes 
the former to be destined to pass away in the advancing process of 
Christian development. This view, with its implications, we understand 
Dr. Bassermann to approve. Then in successive sections he presents 
Rothe's doctrines of cultus and the liturgy, of the sermon or homi- 
letics, of the cure of souls and of missions, of church organization 
and administration, and of the education of ministers and the organi- 
zation and conduct of theological seminaries. The last subject will be 
particularly interesting to many American theologians at the present 

time. 

William Rupp. 

The Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church, 
Lancaster, Pa. 

The Christian Conquest of Asia. Studies and Personal 
Observations of Oriental Religions. By John Henry 
Barrows, D.D. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. 
Pp. xvii + 258. $1.50. 

The eight chapters of this book are made up of the lectures 
delivered by Dr. Barrows, in New York, during the winter of 1898, on 
the Morse Foundation of the Union Theological Seminary, and are 
sent forth as a supplement to his previous publications pertaining to 
the subject of comparative religion. 
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He first draws attention to the fact that western Christendom is 
united by great truths drawn from Christianity, Grseco-Roman civiliza- 
tion, and modern science, while Asia is divided by the lines of diverse 
religions ; then, in successive lectures, he discusses " Israel and Chris- 
tianity," "Mohammedanism," "Popular and Philosophic Hinduism," 
" Difficulties in the Hindu Mind in Regard to Christianity," " Bud- 
dhism," "Confucianism," and "Success in Asiatic Missions." 

All the lectures are characterized by a genuine catholic spirit. The 
blessings conferred by Israel on mankind are faithfully portrayed ; cor- 
dial testimony is borne to all that there is really good in Mohammedan- 
ism, while popular Hinduism is grossly corrupt, a conspicuous example 
of retrogression and degradation, and philosophic Hinduism is indefi- 
nite in thought and at bottom pantheistic; and while in its later and 
present philosophy there can be discovered little or nothing that is at 
all akin to any truths of the gospel, yet in its deliverances during its 
earlier or Vedic age are found the doctrines of incarnation and sacrifice, 
which furnish points of contact for Christianity. In the same liberal 
manner the author treats Buddhism and Confucianism. All in them 
that is praiseworthy, and the good that they have conferred on men, 
receive the fullest, frankest acknowledgment. 

Moreover, the personal element in these lectures makes them 
unusually interesting, and greatly adds to their worth. The author is 
not simply a historian giving us the results of his study of historical 
documents, but an eyewitness testifying to what he has recently seen 
in Asia. The picture that he draws of the corruptions of heathenism 
today is as dark and repulsive as that depicted by the pen of Paul in 
the first chapter of Romans ; aud his intense conviction that Asia needs 
above all else the gospel of Christ finds in these lectures abundant 
and emphatic expression. The following is one among many of the 
author's utterances on the point in hand : " The notion that Asia does 
not need the gospel of Christ because there are fine and lofty senti- 
ments in the books of the East, or because oriental speakers, trained 
in Christian schools and shaped by Christian environments, are able to 
make an agreeable impression, expounding their faith on American 
platforms, is born of ignorance." 

The oft-repeated declarations of superficial tourists that Asiatic 
missions are a failure have, according to our author, no foundation in 
fact. He shows from incontestible evidence that, in spite of such 
imperfections as usually inhere in all human activities, these missions 
are simply marvelous successes. 



4S 2 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

This book should be in all our church libraries, in the hand of 

every Christian pastor, and the information which it contains should 

be utilized by every mission circle throughout Christendom. Our 

only criticism is that the rhetoric of the book is at times too exuberant. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Religion. By Rev. W. C. E. Newbolt, M.A., Canon and 
Chancellor of St. Paul's. London, New York, and Bombay : 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1899. Pp. 301. $1. 

We have here the first volume of the proposed " Oxford Library of 
Practical Theology," in which there will be offered to the devout 
layman sound and edifying teaching concerning the Christian faith 
and the Christian life. In the compass of three hundred pages 
Religion defines religion, orthodoxy, and morality, describes the " higher 
life," points out the external and internal obstacles to religion, shows 
how the atonement and the church offer a divine help to the religious, 
and how religion finds expression in worship and "goodness." 

Here, to every religiously disposed person, is an attractive table of 
contents. But he will quickly discover that the book is not written for him 
unless he is a "churchman," and a churchman who accepts, in its rigor, 
the sacramental system. For religion, as Canon Newbolt conceives of it, 
is bound up indissolubly with the church. The faith which is essential 
to salvation consists in the acceptance of the instruction offered by " a 
teaching and dogmatic church." Spiritual life, "by the orderly com- 
munication of the covenanted indwelling of the Holy Spirit," flows 
into the church, and through the church and its sacraments to the 
individual soul. 

But to the reader who can accept without dissent the high-church 
point of view the author has not a little grave, wise, practical counsel to 
offer. Indeed, every thoughtful reader, whatever he may think of the 
church and its high claims, must be impressed by Canon Newbolt's 
lofty and uncompromising moral appeal. He attaches very great 
importance to the forms of religion; but his religion nevertheless is 
not a form, but a life of sincere and reverent worship, and of the dili- 
gent, well-ordered doing of duty. 

Canon Newbolt is far from thinking that the religious life can 
dispense with the support of definite theological conceptions. No 
dogma, no religion. His theology is of the conservative type, accept- 
ing a personal Satan, defending the doctrine of the two natures in 



